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and Turkey and Soviet Russia respectively. The consulta-
tions with Turkey brought results quickly, even though the
declarations merely recorded agreements in principle and
the working out of details was left as a hurdle still to be
surmounted. As is common knowledge, the negotiations
with Soviet Russia came to naught. It would be idle to
speculate whether the resounding diplomatic defeat of Great
Britain and France in Moscow was due to inadequate prep-
aration on their part, to the superior skill of Herr von Rib-
bentrop or to the duplicity of Soviet diplomacy. There are
strong indications that the Soviet Government had entered
into the negotiations with the Western Allies with its tongue
in its cheek.
However that may be, the conclusion of the German-
Soviet "non-aggression" pact and the complete and sudden
shift in the alignment of European Powers was bound to
bring Turkey into the limelight more than ever. Russia,
which suddenly abandoned the collective security system
and the pacific policy which she had professed so ardently
in recent years to follow, found it of course necessary to
assure, if possible, Turkish good will, if not cooperation, in
the resumption of her imperial aspirations in the Baltic and
the Balkans. Although no authentic information is avail-
able, it is reasonable to assume that during the four weeks
of intermittent negotiations at the Kremlin, the Turkish
Foreign Minister was presented with proposals intended
to clinch for Russia the advantages secured by the Mon-
treux Convention. Whether or not his reluctance to come
to terms was motivated by the spectre of the dream of Peter
the Great and Catherine II, however different an aspect
that dream may now present, is as yet impossible to state.
The importance which Germany attached to Turkey's posi-